
 
 

Direct Reading Assessment 

  
Approximate length 
Goal for Main Study 

25 minutes (part of 90 minute student assessment and survey) 

  
Mode of 
administration 

Two-stage, computerized assessment using Chromebooks, tablet-like computers 
with touchscreen capability and an attached keyboard, that will be brought in to 
the school by the study 

  
Key constructs  Word Recognition & Decoding 

Students read words (e.g., elect), pronounceable nonwords (e.g., clort) and 
pseudohomophones (e.g., brane) and decide whether the stimulus is a word, not a 
real word, or sounds exactly like a real word. 
 
Vocabulary 
A single target word is presented and the student decides which of provided three 
words goes with the target word. Correct answers are either synonyms (e.g., data 
- information) or meaning associates (e.g., thermal - heat). 
 
Morphological Awareness 
The student completes a sentence by choosing from three words derived from the 
same root word (e.g., She is good at many sports, but her _______ is basketball: 
specialty, specialize, specialist). The target words vary in difficulty based on the 
frequency of the derived forms (i.e., lower frequency derivations are more 
difficult). 
 
Sentence Processing 
The student completes sentences of increasing length and syntactic complexity by 
choosing from three choices (e.g., Shouting in a voice louder than her friend 
Cindy's, Tonya asked Joe to unlock the door, but ______ didn’t respond: he, she, 
they). In this task, frequent words used in everyday language are used in the 
sentences to decrease the influence of vocabulary knowledge in this task. 
Consequently, the focus is on understanding of sentence syntax and meaning 
(rather than word meaning). 
 
Efficiency of Basic Reading Comprehension (MAZE task) 
Students read short passages containing sentences that are completed using a 
forced-choice cloze task (e.g., Agriculture meant that people stayed in one place to 
grow their baskets / crops / rings.). These passages are between 250-300 words 
in length and have Flesch-Kinkaid Grade Level estimates of grades 6 and 7. 
Students in this block will read approximately 3 paragraphs in this way. This task 
is timed such that students are given 3 minutes to complete a passage and its 
corresponding items, making it a measure of efficiency as well as basic 
comprehension. 
 
Reading Comprehension 
Students answer questions about the passage they read while doing the MAZE 
task. The passage presented in the MAZE task will be presented again with the 
correct completions for the items presented in the MAZE task. The passage will 
appear on the same screen as the questions. Easier questions will be selected for 
this skill-based block. 

 


